Effect of prenatal exposure to phenobarbital on the development of monoamine oxidase and glucocorticoids.
1. Fetal exposure to phenobarbital (PB, 30 mg/kg) 2-5 days prior to parturition was conducted in Sprague-Dawley rats. The fetal exposure to PB resulted in: (a) Significant increase (P less than 0.01) in body wt at 23 and 42 days of age; (b) Significant increase (P less than 0.01) in brain wt at all ages studied; (c) Significant decline (P less than 0.05) in liver monoamine oxidase at day 13 of age; (d) Significant (P less than 0.05) increase in plasma corticosterone levels at days 23 and 42.